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Leicester Environment Partnership invites you to apply for a 
Green Life Award 2008
in recognition of the environmental benefits of your project/work. 
Please complete this form and return it no later than Friday 18th January 2008.

All applications should be for a specific project or work carried out by an organisation /individual rather than the organisation itself.  Applicants must be based in Leicester City.  You should describe your achievements in the last 12 months – this can include an update on continuous work, even if you have applied for a Green Life Award previously.

Organisation / Individual Name Washbrook Allotment Society
Project Name Green Convenience

Summary of project 

Description of project activity during 2007


Impact of project (quantified if possible)








We were able to ensure that many older members could continue to garden without worrying about an unexpected “call of nature” this is particularly important for the older women members. We also feel that having the toilet has helped us attract 20 new members,  





Traditionally, allotments have been the territory of retired men who have found them to be a rewarding hobby. However, as the benefits of exercise, healthy living and quality of life have risen in the public consciousness the role of allotments as a community resource has also risen. The facilities offered to traditional allotment members, by in large, were aimed at older retired men and were basic. The new allotment constituency is much broader and requires improved facilities if the wider membership potential is to be realised. Clean and pleasant toilet facilities have been identified as a key improvement in the process of extending access and participation  in allotment life. The Washbrook Allotment society in partnership with Awards for All and Leicester City Council installed a Compostable toilet that meets the needs of the changing membership profile in a sustainable way. The society does believe that modernising facilities on the allotment site  will help us share and preserve a community  tradition that dates back half a century and to promote it with new communities and young people.






































The main action carried out in 2007 was the actual installation of the Compostable toilet itself. The toilet is an innovative design manufactured by Natural Solutions. We worked closely with the Natsol team who specialise in designing and building innovative and sustainable toilet facilities. We had good press coverage and Sir Peter Soulsby officially opened the toilet. 


The Society has an open day which attracts a good number of local residents and this year we  focussed on a family day out highlighting the very real benefits of  spending time together as a family in the fresh air in a community setting, learning about food and experiencing the pleasure of growing vegetables, fruit and flowers. 
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