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Leicester Environment Partnership invites you to apply for a 
Green Life Award 2008
in recognition of the environmental benefits of your project/work. 
Please complete this form and return it no later than Friday 18th January 2008.
All applications should be for a specific project or work carried out by an organisation /individual rather than the organisation itself.  Applicants must be based in Leicester City.  You should describe your achievements in the last 12 months – this can include an update on continuous work, even if you have applied for a Green Life Award previously.

Organisation / Individual Name Leicester City Council, parks Services
Project Name Riverside Carbon Reduction

Age:   ______  (Please state age only if applying for Princes Trust Young Person award category)                                                                                                               

Please complete the following including any relevant facts and figures.  The summary must not exceed 200 words but please supply supporting/background information and photos if you wish.  

Summary of project 


Description of project activity during 2007


Impact of project (quantified if possible)
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Leicester City Council’s Riverside Team aims to look beyond the easy ways of achieving environmental improvements and go the extra mile to try and set an example. At the moment carbon reduction is the area that everyone is being asked to contribute towards and so we looked at how we could help in this.


To find answers it was necessary to look at what we were doing and how we went about it, and then question if the “how’s” were the only option.


Our single largest obvious use of carbon was the fuel we put in our vehicles. This made us question what we used the transport for.  The first use was for getting staff around the site and the second use was to transport materials on and off.   We realised the nature of the site meant it  was ideal to use bicycles to get around and subsequent to that we found out that tricycles designed with cargo decks could possibly be used to move tools, materials and rubbish. The aim is that our general movement on site and minor works with small plus our litter collection is predominantly done with the aid of pedal power and not diesel.
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One less vehicle clogging the roads up in central Leicester.


At least 500 less litres of diesel being burnt within the city.


A more efficient use of the remaining two vehicles in our fleet.  The vehicles when used more often then not have three or more members of the team in them rather then the usual one or two.


A more user friendly face presented to the public by the Riverside Team when out and about on the bikes.


A healthier team.


A demonstration of how anyone can ask fundamental questions of the way they currently accept the method of doing things is the only practical way and asking if they can be changed however radically to achieve the same results (thinking out of the box and questioning the status quo).


Demonstrating that by each of us making small steps it can count when added to what others do.











One large diesel pick-up truck with a mileage of approximately 15,000 miles a year has been removed from the Riverside Teams fleet of vehicles.


Various alternative means of transport were evaluated.


Three cargo carrying tricycles have been purchased, together with four ordinary bicycles.


Initial onsite trials have taken place.


The newly recruited Riverside Rangers are now undergoing safety training to allow them to use the bikes (cycling proficiency).


A more efficient use by staff of the remaining vehicles has been implanted (more vehicle sharing by staff, so reducing the vehicle miles per member of staff).


A second trailer purchased to improve the efficient carrying capacity of vehicles per mile travelled.

















Return to Green Life Awards, Parkfield, Western Park, Leicester, LE3 6HX or email it to lep@leicester.gov.uk.  Call 0116 222 0254 for further information.
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