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Leicester Environment Partnership invites you to apply for a 
Green Life Award 2008
in recognition of the environmental benefits of your project/work. 
Please complete this form and return it no later than Friday 18th January 2008.
All applications should be for a specific project or work carried out by an organisation /individual rather than the organisation itself.  Applicants must be based in Leicester City.  You should describe your achievements in the last 12 months – this can include an update on continuous work, even if you have applied for a Green Life Award previously.

Organisation Name
Overdale Junior School
Project Name

EMAS

Please complete the following including any relevant facts and figures.  The summary must not exceed 200 words but please supply supporting/background information and photos if you wish.  

Summary of project
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Description of project activity during 2007
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Impact of project (quantified if possible)
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Overdale Junior School joined the EMAS scheme in the summer term of 2007 as a result of growing awareness of environmental issues around the world and within the local community. In September, an EMAS club was set up for 16 pupils and they have met fortnightly to improve awareness within the school and develop greener practices amongst the staff and pupils. They are a committed team of children who are willing to learn themselves, as well as able to communicate their passions to others. They are conducting an EMAS audit of the school, which has allowed them to suggest various ideas and schemes to improve the school. This has included work on composting, clearing a nature area, developing better practice with energy and light usage and initiated an energy monitor scheme in each class. We have just completed an environmental week in school which has involved all pupils looking at a different environmental issue within their year, staff and parents being challenged by watching an environmental film, as well as incorporating an RE day looking at religious reasons for taking care of the world. Our premises officer has also become more aware of the schools impacts and has changed waste company to increase recycling.
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The compost caddies are used each break time and over 60% of bio-degradable waste is now being composted, including from the staff room.


The Nature area has been used more often to observe mini beasts, soil types. Teachers are more aware of the potential of the area and are planning ideas in for the spring and summer terms.


All of the light switches in the school have mini-posters next to them reminding the room user to switch off when they have finished. The EMAS club need to set up a monitoring scheme during this term to check for a change in behaviour.


Energy monitors have been appointed for each class and teachers have expressed how well the system is working in their classes.


Waste provider has been changed and recycling facilities used within each classroom.


The Environmental week was successful with teachers and pupils enthusiastically studying their areas. There was an impressive display of children’s work to be seen in the hall and a buzz about the school as children discussed ideas to improve the school environment.


Over 50 people attended the Inconvenient Truth evening and were committed to change after seeing the film.











When the EMAS club began, their first project was to introduce the new compost bins which had been purchased over the summer holidays. They researched and produced an assembly for the school, explaining why we need to use compost bins as a way of reducing landfill, the processes that go on within the compost bin and what can and cannot be put into the bins. They also explained how the system worked within the school with small caddies being put out each break and lunchtime. 


The children then encouraged parents and friends to spend a Saturday morning clearing an overgrown nature area and pond, in order to make the area more usable by teachers. Over 25 parent and child partnerships attended for the morning. An area was also cleared to begin a vegetable patch which is to be developed over the next two terms.


The children observed current practices of energy use in terms of lights, and communicated the need to switch off lights when they are not being used by making mini-posters to go next to every light switch in the school.


The club also discussed an energy monitor scheme. This has now been introduced throughout the school, with every class having 2 children to switch off unnecessary lights, computers, and to prompt the teacher if they observe energy being used inefficiently. They are moving on to looking at, and reporting on, the environmental impact of leaving electrical items on standby.


The premises officer has attended Risk Assessment training with Groundwork, and has become more aware of procurements in terms of environmental impact. She has changed our waste collector to enable more recycling to take place within the school: paper, card, plastic. 


We have also had water efficient taps installed in all the children’s toilet areas as well as hippos placed within the cisterns to reduce water usage.


Each Year group studied an environmental issue for a week: Year 3 have looked at rubbish and recycling, Year 4 have looked at Renewable Energy, Year 5 have looked at Climate Change and Year 6 have looked at Food Miles. This is being tied to together as a whole school with assemblies and displays. We are also linking an RE day to this week, by looking at spiritual implications and ideas of caring for the world. There will be an opportunity for the children to respond creatively from their discussions.


As a way of communicating to the wider community, we have reported on EMAS activities through the school’s monthly Oracle, and by inviting parents to view the environmental film “An Inconvenient Truth” to develop understanding and allow opportunities to ask questions.
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