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Leicester Environment Partnership invites you to apply for a 
Green Life Award 2008
in recognition of the environmental benefits of your project/work. 
Please complete this form and return it no later than Friday 18th January 2008.
All applications should be for a specific project or work carried out by an organisation /individual rather than the organisation itself.  Applicants must be based in Leicester City.  You should describe your achievements in the last 12 months – this can include an update on continuous work, even if you have applied for a Green Life Award previously.

Organisation / Individual Name:
Leicester City Council, Planning Policy and Design Group
Project Name



The Aylestone Meadows Grazing Project
Please complete the following including any relevant facts and figures.  The summary must not exceed 200 words but please supply supporting/background information and photos if you wish.  

Summary of project 


Description of project activity during 2007


Impact of project (quantified if possible)


The Aylestone Meadows Grazing Project.





The aim of the project is to restore 7 hectares of wildflower-rich unimproved grassland at Aylestone Nature Reserve, which was losing much of its special wildlife value due to lack of grazing.  In 2004 we lost a long-term grazing tenant, and couldn’t find a new one.  So we decided we would purchase our own herd of 16 cattle.  This was a new venture for the Council!    





We close Longhorn Cattle because they are a traditional Leicestershire breed popular in the 18th Century.  They are a hardy bunch, used to being out in all weathers.  Unlike modern breeds of cattle they thrive well on unimproved grasslands such as these - which are probably very similar to 18th century pastures.  Despite their (very) long horns, they are quite docile. They also look wonderful – see attached photograph.  


  


The meadows support a healthy colony of Grass-snakes, Reed Buntings, bats and many species of dragonfly and damselfly.  Over 100 different kinds of wild plants have been found there – including attractive flowers like Marsh Marigold, Lesser Spearwort and Devil’s-bit Scabious.  Many of the species are now scarce in Leicestershire due to agricultural improvements – so the Spearwort Fields are like a piece of ancient Leicestershire preserved only 4km from the City Centre.


























The project has been a great success – the public loved the cattle and they settled in remarkably quickly, undeterred by rising floods in June, reports of black panthers in August, and the national foot-and-mouth and bluetongue scares.  To our delight we had three calves born in September – we didn’t know that 3 of the cows were pregnant when we bought them!    This was very welcome as it means we can increase our herd to graze more grasslands, or can sell them to provide an income to sustain the project in the long-term.   





The herd did a fantastic job grazing the meadows, and we are sure that the decline in biodiversity has been arrested and will improve over time.  This is a long-term project, and we can’t quantify the improvement – apart from the fact that it is difficult to measure ‘biodiversity’, the improvement in the habitat will take place slowly over a number of years.   But we will be monitoring the project by regular surveys of the species composition of grassland.   











Most activity happened in 2006, when the fields were re-fenced and new kissing gates installed.  


We bought the herd in Spring 2007, and then they just did all the work for us, grazing all the coarser species of grass and sedge and creating a more diverse grassland which will favour the finer plant species that were in danger of being crowded out and lost for ever.   


The Council entered into a contract with a local farmer, Andrew Danvers, to manage the herd for us.  This is a very specialised and skilled job, involving regular health-checking of the cattle.  He also updates all the paperwork that is required by law.  























28











_1193222042.bin

