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Leicester Environment Partnership invites you to apply for a 
Green Life Award 2008
in recognition of the environmental benefits of your project/work. 
Please complete this form and return it no later than Friday 18th January 2008.
All applications should be for a specific project or work carried out by an organisation /individual rather than the organisation itself.  Applicants must be based in Leicester City.  You should describe your achievements in the last 12 months – this can include an update on continuous work, even if you have applied for a Green Life Award previously.

Organisation / Individual Name  Knighton Park - area 4 (Leicester city council)
Project Name -Knighton Park sustainability 

)                                                                                                               

Please complete the following including any relevant facts and figures.  The summary must not exceed 200 words but please supply supporting/background information and photos if you wish.  

Summary of project 

Description of project activity during 2007


Impact of project (quantified if possible)

Knighton Park has made a commitment to improve sustainability, increase biodiversity and reduce the impact on the environment.





A newly established water reservoir is being installed to use runoff from the greenhouse roofs, will significantly reduce the amount of processed water needed. A wind turbine has also been installed within the sensory garden. 





Pesticide use has been eliminated on the Park, and natural methods of controlling weeds have been implemented. 





Peat use has also been eliminated for all plants grown on site. This year in a pioneering scheme, 100% peat free bedding plants will be used in the winter planting scheme on Knighton Park making it the first peat free park in Leicester.





In addition to the improvements in sustainability, the site is also committed to developing its biodiversity. Changing mowing regimes, to allow sections of longer grass to develop to encourage the biodiversity on the site.  





A number of environmental themed events have also helped to spread the message about the importance of the environment to local people and encourage them to take an active roll in environmental improvements. These tie in with the development of an education pack to encourage schools and other groups to use the park to allow park officers to highlight the message of sustainability, tying in issues of landfill, and pollution to litter picks and other workshops. 
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Changing the mowing regime, will hopefully increase the biodiversity of wildflowers on site. This will be reviewed in the coming years to see if the range of species is increased. Regular dawn chorus events and other surveying events will help to establish if there is an overall increase in biodiversity of birds, moths and other wildlife. Visitor surveys will help to establish the impact of the above projects, and their value to the local community. 


























During 2007, a new reservoir was excavated within the park to store water from the run off of the green houses. 


Areas of grass along boundary sections were left uncut to encourage wider biodiversity and a range of habitat. 


A section of grassland has been cleared and seeded to create a wildflower area. 


A wind turbine was installed. A number of environmental events were introduced, including the launch of a new tree trail leaflet.
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