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If you would like to be considered for a Green Life Award in recognition of your environmental work, please complete this form 

and return it no later than Friday 18th February.

Individual        Business        School        Community Group      (tick box)
Organisation Name (if applicable) Chevelswarde Organic Growers


Contact Name John & Ruth Daltry

Address Chevel House, The Belt, South Kilworth, Lutterworth, Leics. 


Telephone  01858 575 309
  Email john@chevelswardeorganics.co.uk 

Please give a brief description of your work/project, outlining the main aims and results, in no more than 200 words.

We bought our 6.5 acres in 1973 and planted a vineyard.  The Soil Association granted us use of the Symbol for organic produce in 1975.  As we were among the first 10 to achieve this distinction, virtually nobody knew what ‘organic’ meant and sales were very difficult.  

We started supplying the Wholefood Shop in Rugby with a few pounds worth of vegetables a week.  As John worked in Rugby, fuel for delivery was zero.  Our production increased but selling locally was extremely difficult so we sent most produce to an organc packhouse in West Wales.  Here they were graded and sent to a supermarket somewhere – maybe in Leicester! Talk about food miles!!

In 1994, Leicester FOE asked us if we would be willing to run an organic veg box scheme.  We said yes, if they could find us 30 customers. In fact, we started with 63 so it looked like a viable proposition – just! 

We gave up the supermarkets with relief.  We grow about 30% of the box content ourselves and try to source the rest as seasonally and locally as possible.  Customers return the boxes for re-use and we know that some of our customers have done over 30 deliveries.

Please return this form to Green Life Awards, Parkfield, Western Park, Leicester, LE3 6HX or email it to greenlifeawards@environ.org.uk.  

Call 0116 222 0254 for further information.

