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I detail below a nomination for the above awards in the Best Contribution to Green Space Access and Enjoyment category.  I would like to nominate Leicestershire and Rutland Probation Service in conjunction with Environ’s Allotments For All Project.

The partnership between the Probation Service, the Allotments For All Project and Belgrave Allotment Society has enabled nine allotment gardens to be cleared, prepared and made suitable for gardeners with mobility problems, wheelchair-bound gardeners and the ability the bring families onto plots who would normally have been at home and not able to enjoy these pastimes  Older or more senior gardeners who can no longer participate in the continued friendship built up over a number of years but need the added security of an infrastructure which is safe and sound for them to meet and enjoy conversations about their pastime and pass on their expertise to those who wish to avail themselves of it have also benefited from this work.

The importance the work carried out by the Probation Service in enabling limited grant finance to be spread over a far greater output area has been the key to the successful construction of accessible gardens.  The combined teamwork of people on community service orders, the Allotments for All Officer and the Allotment Society Committee has been acknowledged nationally by the Home Office, culminating in a visit to all the above projects by a representative of the Home Office, the High Sheriff of Leicestershire, the High Sheriff of Rutland and the Head of the Leicestershire and Rutland Probation Service and the projects have been selected as the focal point for publicity launching the Probation Service “Community Payback Initiative.”  This visit was followed by a visit requested by the Leader of Leicester City Council, Councillor Roger Blackmore.

Over 1200 Community Service Order hours and over £15,000 of grant funding has been sourced for the project.  Uncultivatable areas of allotment garden have now been transformed. Community Groups have taken on plots and, in conjunction with the Confederation of Indian Organisations, two allotment areas have been put into regular use.  

Six Workshops have taken place to educate new or novice gardeners within the Belgrave area on Basic Tool Maintenance, Health & Safety of Allotment Gardening, Composting (2), “How to Get Started with Seed Sowing, Propagation and Crop Rotation, How to Manage the Soil.

A Community Hut and meeting area has been constructed in the centre of a now thriving site at Oakland Avenue.  New notice boards giving information and instruction to plot holders have been erected with the assistance of the Probation Service and Allotments for All.  Extra car parking area has been constructed and a car standing area improved, allowing easier access to less able plot holders. 

Encouragement and guidance on water saving has resulted in the Society producing a policy to encourage every plot holder on its busiest site to save water by providing guttering and up to 100 water butts free of charge.  At the composting workshop every member of the Society was provided with a free compost bin.

Mr Dave Thomas, who had pathways and patio area constructed on his Harrison Road allotment plot, said “The lads were marvellous, really friendly and it has enabled me to garden with my wife on a far more regular basis.  They have been wonderful.”

Fellow Harrison Road gardener, Mrs A Patel has been able to bring her 16 year old wheelchair-bound daughter onto the site for the first time, after a similar amount of work was undertaken on her plot, with re-cycled materials supplied by Leicester City Council.

Mr Ashmok on Uxbridge Road’s Allotment Site, who is registered blind, had new pathways and the base of a greenhouse constructed and regularly attended the site during the construction period.  He says “The lads have been so friendly and nice to me.  It is now a real pleasure to come to garden.  The Allotment Society has made me extremely welcome and the work of the Probation Service has highlighted the real worth of the Community Payback Programme”.

Mr Vince Edwards, Leicester City’s Amenities and Allotment Manager says, “Without the teamwork and co-operation of these groups, access and amenities to gardeners who have difficulties in mobility would be excluded from this type of pastime.  I will recommend this to other societies in the city as a means of including all groups from the diverse community.”

As Belgrave Allotment Society Secretary, I have seen over the past 12 months, one of our potentially at risk sites start to be transformed into what may be, on completion of our Bindi Project Garden working with gardeners from Vista (six starter plots), what will be an example locally and nationally to partnership working between the Probation Service, facilitated by the local charity Environ and allotment holders within the area.  

I wish to propose formally the Supervisor from the Probation Service, Mr Harry Cropper; Team Leader, Mr John Cave and Environ’s Allotments for All Officer, Mr Paul Howgill for the Green Life Awards in recognition of their superb contribution to enabling persons normally excluded from allotment gardening due to their physical disabilities.

